[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR ADDRESS]
[CITY, PROVINCE, ZIP]

[INSERT DATE]

Ms. Madeleine Fortin

Sous-ministre adjointe, Direction générale de l'alimentation 

200, chemin Sainte-Foy, 12e Étage Québec (Québec) 

G1R 4X6 

RE Regulation Respecting the Safety and Welfare of Cats and Dos
Dear Ms. Madeleine Fortin,

My name is [INSERT YOUR NAME] and I am a resident of Quebec.

I am writing to you today to express my concern about the release of the Ministère de l'Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l'Alimentation proposed animal welfare regulations. 

The Province of Quebec has the reputation of having inadequate animal welfare laws. In fact, the current Provincial animal protection laws have recently been ranked as the worst in the country, according to a survey conducted by the Animal Legal Defense Fund (an organization specializing in animal law issues).

The creation of regulations which establish standards for the keeping of dogs and cats under The Animal Health Protection Act Division IV.1., (R.S.Q. P-42) is an opportunity for the Province of Quebec to become a leader in animal welfare in Canada. However the Montreal SPCA feels that the current draft regulations fall short of providing appropriate standards of care for dogs and cats. The following recommendations were developed to address these deficits. 

1. All dogs and cats should be afforded the same protection

2. Include specifications for lighting requirement and noise reduction level
3. Include requirements for socialization and enrichment 
4. Prohibit tethering as a primary means of confinement and ensure section is enforceable 

5. Include minimum age of weaning

6. Address loopholes in authorized euthanasia methods 
7. Require access to veterinary care 

8. Require rest between breeding cycles

9. Limit number of breeding dogs (or cats) 
Additionally, the legislation should be amended to include: 
a. Require mandatory spay/neuter for animals adopted from shelters, pounds or purchased at pet stores
b. Penalties must include jail time and increased fines in order to have a deterrent effect
c. Inclusion of animals beyond cats and dogs – announced modification to the  Regulation respecting the animal species or categories designated under Division IV.1.1
Quebec has long been known for affording the least protection to animals amongst all the Provinces. These regulations are an opportunity to address the animal welfare crisis in Quebec, and to truly assure for adequate protection of companion animals in this Province. 

It is hoped that the above recommendations are included in the regulations for the The Animal Health Protection Act Division IV.1.1, Safety and Welfare of Animals (R.SECTIONQ. P-42) and that Quebec will one day be known for having the strongest animal protection laws in the country. 

I trust you will look into this matter and await your response.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, Province, ZIP]
